The precise circumstances and causes by which the Israelites
settled the land of Canaan have provoked heated debate
among scholars. No textual source, aside from the Bible,
speaks on the subject. So for much of the past century
scholars have looked to archeology to support the conquest
account in the book of Joshua... If the conquest hypothesis
has virtually no archeological support, then how does one
account for it in the book of Joshua? No doubt it stems from
a later theological impulse to envision a glorious beginning
when the nation stood in an intimate relationship with its
God, in direct contrast to the subsequent history of apostasy
and disobedience, identified as the reason for defeat and
exile. Any evidence contrary to a glorious beginning is
irrelevant to this deuteronomistic theology. Moreover, the
Deuteronomists make no attempt to engage the morality of
displacing native populations or slaughtering non-militants.
Instead, the book of Joshua aims to address the generations
near the exile with the message that faithfulness to the LORD

alone provides the path to their survival as a people.
“Excursus: The Israelite Conquest of Canaan”
in The New Interpreter’s Study Bible, NRSV
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Loving and Gracious God,

we thank you not only

for discoveries made

but also for questions asked.

Guide our reading and discussion
so that our certain knowledge of you
will make our faith unshakable,

even when we encounter difficult questions
and answers that transform our minds.

When we are distracted by small details,
give to us a glimpse of your incredible majesty.

Continue to accomplish your purpose
for all of creation according to your will.

In Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.



iver Jordan

R

1-18

Joshua 1
Cross the Jordan!



The Battle of Jericho
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Judges 2
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Judges 4:1-24
Deborah and Barak






