It wouldn't be enough to say that the Bible is the record of
man’s search for God... It is much closer to the truth to say
that the Bible is the record of God's search for man.
Throughout the Bible people seem bent on trying to escape
from God. And in spite of this, God continues to seek after
those same people, refusing to give up, continuing the
pursuit in spite of countless rebuffs and evasions... The
search culminates in the New Testament, where the claim is
made that God has so desired fellowship with man that
finally he has not just sent emissaries or ambassadors or
prophets or representatives - In Jesus Christ he has come
himself! It is the most astounding word that has ever been
spoken. It is the most stupendous claim that has ever been
made. If anything is "unexpected news," this is. But there is
more to it even than that. The Bible not only tells how God
sought his people in the past; it is also a means by which he
seeks us out today.

Robert McAfee Brown, The Bible Speaks to You
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The Search



Living God,

you are generous in creating,
compassionate in redeeming,
gracious in calling, and
tenacious in seeking out the lost.

Join our searching minds

to your searching Spirit

that we may come to know you
in the words of Scripture

and in Jesus Christ, your Living Word.

Search for us, speak to us,
and draw us closer to you. In Christ we pray. Amen.



THE SEARCH BEGINS

Testament. Book name: Chapter. Verses:

Old Isaiah 592 1 through 13

New Acts 17: 22 through 28
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the priest need not s for the
do not s them out, to be
to s out a resting place for
get you s the priesthood as
efore you on the way to s out
From there you will s the Lorp
But you shall s the place that
I need to s some security for
‘The donkeys that you went to s
To s the donkeys; and when we
May the Lorp s out the enemies
that Saul had come out to s
your enemies and those who s
rise up to pursue you and to s
to s David in the Wilderness of
of Israel has come out to s a
S out for me a woman who is a
You s the life of only one man,
ou s to destroy a city that is
ack with me that you now s to
my lord has not sent to s you;
glease let them go and s your

ring you to the man whom you s.

to s pasture for their flocks,
and did not s guidance from the
let the hearts of those who s

S the Lorp and his strength,

s his presence continually.

set your mind and heart to s

If you s him, he will be found

s my face, and turn from their
who had set their hearts to s
he did not set his heart to s
and commanded Judah to s the
If you s him, he will be found
entered into a covenant to s
Whoever would not s the Lorp,
in his disease he did not s

he did not s the Baals,

and have set your heart to s

he set himself to s the Lorp,
Judah assembled to s help from
towns of Judah they came to s
He set himself to s God in the
who set their hearts to s God,
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put to shame and dishonor who s
and s to kill them.

Those who s my life lay their
those who s to hurt me speak of
to shame and confusion who s
But may all who s you rejoice
the people of Tyre will s your
are wise, who s after God.

the ruthless s my life; they do
All day long they s to injure my
I s you, my soul thirsts for

But those who s to destroy my
do not let those who s you be
you who s God, let your hearts
to shame and confusion who s
Let all who s you rejoice and be
let those who s to hurt me be
In the day of my trouble I s the
so that they may s your name, O
let the hearts of those who s

S the Lorp and his strength;

s his presence continually.

who s him with their whole
With my whole heart I s you; do
for they do not s your

s out your servant, for I do

I will s your good.

in you 1 s refuge; do not leave
they will s me diligently, but

if you s it like silver, and

to s you eagerly, and | have
and those who s me diligently
Evil people s only rebellion,
Many s the favor of the

I will s another drink.”

or to s honor on top of honor.
but those who s the Lorp

and they s the life of the

Many s the favor of a ruler, but
applied my mind to s and to

a time to s, and a time to lose;
know and to search out and to s
I will s him whom my soul

that we may s him with you?
Why do you s further beatings?
s justice, rescue the

or s the Lorp of hosts.

and to s shelter in the shadow

S and read from the book of the
Y1 chall e thoce who contend
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