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Please Try to Pay  

Your Per Capita  
Each year every congregation of the Presbyterian 

Church (USA) shares in the operating expenses of the 

Church as a whole.  The amount varies with the needs 

of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly.  This 

year the per capita for each member at Bethany Presby-

terian Church is $23.85.  The total amount that is due to 

our Presbytery before month end is $4,436.00.  When 

you pay your own Per Capita to reimburse Bethany it helps tremendously.  You will find the Blue Per Capita Appor-

tionment envelope in the front of your offering envelope box.  There is also a supply of envelopes on the table in the 

Narthex. Please consider this cost as you begin the New Year.  

$23.85 per member 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 This year our annual meeting will have a little 

change.  Instead of each committee chairperson giving their 

report for 2011 we will make sure that the annual reports are 

out in the narthex one week before the meeting. If anyone 

has questions or would like clarification on something in the 

report it will be addressed at the meeting.   

 Our fellowship committee has decided to hold a 

Chili and Cornbread lunch in conjunction with the annual 

meeting, which will include hot dogs for those who like 

Chili Dogs or plain Hot Dogs on a bun.  The Long Range 

Planning Committee has fine tuned their proposal and will 

present it for a congregational vote.   

 We hope you will all join us for this exciting look 

into future possibilities at Bethany Presbyterian Church.   

Sign up now for 

best choices.  The 

cost to sponsor 

flowers for a Sun-

day is $25.00.  Just 

pick a date. Write 

your name on the 

line next to the 

date you choose 

and the occasion of the flowers.  Bring a check to 

the church office payable to Judy’s Florist for 

$25.00 no later than one week before your sched-

uled date.  If you want to pay early so you don’t  

have to worry about it later please bring cash and 

we will keep it locked up until your chosen Sunday.  

Please remember not to make your check pay-

able to Bethany Presbyterian Church it must be 

payable to Judy’s Florist.    

We Return to Two  

Worship Services  

January 8th 

8:45 & 10:00 a.m.  



Dear Friends, 

 First of all I want to thank you all for your prayers and concern during the crisis of 

little Theodore, new child of my niece Sarah.  While they are not out of the woods yet, he 

may have to undergo dialysis and eventually a kidney transplant, he has made great strides. 

We appreciate your continued prayers. 

 It was also wonderful to celebrate Christmas with many of you on Christmas Eve 

and Christmas morning.  This unique opportunity only comes around every 7 years, so it 

was special.  It was somewhat of a Sabbath celebration of Christ’s birth, a special time of 

remembering God’s graciousness to us throughout all of our lives. 

 You also may have heard about some of the plans we have proposed for a church 

family activity/fellowship addition to our church facilities.  Some of the feedback we re-

ceived told us that there was also a deep interest in a remodeled kitchen. So we went back to the drawing board and 

now have a revised proposal to present to the congregation at our annual meeting on January 29.  At this meeting we 

will vote whether or not we should proceed with the proposal.  Keep in mind that continuation of the project depends 

not only on the vote but also on the financial support of the congregation. So we hope that many will attend this im-

portant time of consideration for our future as a congregation. 

 Lastly, as we start a new year, I have in my mind the thoughts of prophet Isaiah, who long ago reminded his 

people that God wanted to do something new, vibrant and unique amongst the people of faith.  It is my belief that 

every generation of the church has new challenges, and we continually need to revisit what God is doing next in our 

lives.  It is always fascinating to see what intricate, life-giving plans God has in mind.  May the New Year bring chal-

lenge and renewal and joy and hope as we live the adventure together. 

 

Pastor Steve 

steverparker@bethanypres.org 

Htqo vjg Qhhkegř 
Where do I begin to thank the wonderful people who volunteered their time in De-

cember to help me during Jean’s absence.  You all are truly a blessing.  Thank you 

especially to Ellie Beebe who folded bulletins, stapled together the new 2012 church 

directories and then folded them all with Jonelle Maurer.  Thank you to Betty White 

who labeled all of the 2012 offering envelopes for the narthex plus cleaned up the 

sanctuary after worship and prepared it for the next worship service.  Thank you to Sandy Robb who straightened up 

all the pews plus made sure each pew pocket was filled and all pencils were sharpened.   Thank you to everyone of 

you who offered your assistance in some way even if I already had help and you weren’t needed.  Lastly but certainly 

not least I want to thank Renee Link, head usher, who for over a year has collected all the red attendance pads and  

picked up loose bulletins and other trash left in the pews after worship every Sunday to make it easier for us in the 

office.  Sometimes “Thank You” doesn’t seem enough. I appreciate all of you beyond words! 

 Please stop by the table in the narthex to pick up your new offering envelopes for 2012.  I plan to have the 

2011 charitable giving records out by the end of January for you to pick up.   

 We currently have about 9—10 families in the congregation who contribute to Bethany through Banking on 

Line-Bill Pay.  Those who have set up their tithing this way have found it extremely beneficial.  The process is very 

easy.  All you need to do is sign up for Banking on Line through your financial institution, normally free of charge.  

You state when you want  money withdrawn from your account, how much you want withdrawn and  frequency of 

the withdraw.  The bank will automatically mail Bethany a check based on your instructions.  (Make sure that you 

give them the correct 741 N.W. 4th Street mailing address) I keep the offering envelopes in the office of those who 

have us listed as a bill pay and when the check arrives I place it into your numbered envelope and give it to the 

money counters.  If you ever decide to stop tithing this way it’s as easy as going into your bill pay account and delet-

ing Bethany Presbyterian Church.  If you have any questions I might be able to answer them because I set our tithing 

up this way two years ago and just love it. 

 

I wish you all a Happy New Year with love, 

Karen Nantais 

karen@bethanypres.org  



A look back at the Stephen Ministerðs Christmas Party... 
On December 8th Stephen Ministers and spouses gathered at the home of Roy & Meredith 

Harris to enjoy a delicious potluck dinner, a lively gift exchange/auction, and a sing along of 

Christmas Carols.  Thanks Roy and Meredith! We had a really great evening of celebrating the 

Christmas Season together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And...a very Happy New Year from Stephen Ministry  
 

“Welcoming a New Year”  
A new year stands on my doorstep ready to enter my life’s journey 

Something in me welcomes this visitor: the hope of bountiful blessings,  

the joy of a new beginning, the freshness of unclaimed surprises. 

Something in me rebuffs this visitor: the swiftness of the coming, the boldness  

of the entrance, the challenge of a year’s good-bye. 

Something in me fears this visitor: the unnamed events of future days  

the wisdom needed to walk, love well, the demands of giving away and growing. 

A new year stands on my doorstep with fragile caution. I move to open the door for its entrance. My heart leaps with sur-

prise, joy jumps in my eyes, for there beside this brand-new year stands my God with outstretched hand!  

He smiles and gently asks of me: can we walk this year together? 

And I so, overwhelmed with goodness, can barely whisper my reply: 

Welcome In! 

  — By Joyce Rupp 

Love and blessings, 

Dorene Fowler, Stephen Ministry Leader 

Look at the great gifts.  Santa must 

have been working overtime to come 

up with these ideas! A good time was 

had by all in attendance.   



 Plastic Bottles with Lids 

Needed for Upcoming Project  
The Grants Pass Coalition for Kids is collecting the following items, 

to use for a craft activity at the upcoming Kids Storybook Costume 

Carnival: Empty, Clean plastic bottles WITH LIDS (such as 1 and 2 

liter soda bottles, large water/juice bottles, plastic peanut butter jars, 

etc.  Due to our holiday schedule we just received notice of this 

need.  If you have any of these items that you can donate please drop them off at the church between now and 

January 4, 2012.  There is box in the Narthex to place your plastic bottles in. 

Do You 

Have the 

Newest 

Church  

Directory? 
Toss out your old di-

rectories! We now 

have available a brand 

new updated directory 

for 2012, which are 

available in the nar-

thex.  You can’t miss 

the bright goldenrod color.  If you are unable to come to 

church just call the church office and we will mail one 

out to you.  Remember—toss out those old directories.   

Did You Pick Up Your 
2012 Offering Envelopes ? 

Offering envelopes are located on the table in the nar-

thex.  Please pick yours up.  It is really hard on the 

counters when we don’t use our envelopes.  If you 

don’t see yours please notify Karen in the office im-

mediately.  Envelopes are available for everyone at 

Bethany regardless of church membership. 

If you are in the choir, yours are in the choir room.  If 

you bank on line, yours are in the church office.   

2011 Christmas Parade Participants  

 

 

The Wise Men???   

    Santa and His Helpers!  

Many thanks to all who participated and to Darold & Sue Snyder who provided the costumes and 

the float.  A fun time was had by everyone on a very cold night.  



Rex Chapman 01-02 
Betty White 01-02 
Kathy Luther 01-05 
Piers Borngasser 01-07 
Chelsea Burchette 01-08 
Maxine Maggard 01-14 
Greg Gienger 01-17 
Fred Borngasser 01-18 
John Castle 01-18 
Donna Snyder 01-18 
Jessica Semblante 01-21 
Rose Marie Lee 01-25 
Fran Mahaffie 01-28 
Thomas Lawless 01-28 
Doug Borngasser 01-30 

Maggi Chapman had surgery re-

cently for breast cancer.  We pray 

that her recovery goes well and that 

the radiation treatments will further 

aide her recovery.  Jean Middleton 

is doing well after having a double 

Mastectomy for breast cancer.  

Charles Witnam had a stroke that 

affected his eyesight.  Dick Jaarsma is doing well after Hernia sur-

gery. We pray for continued healing for Annette Roe, who broke 

her hip. We were saddened by the death of Adelphia Cole.  We pray 

for her family.  We also pray for the family of Nicole Ginger who 

lost her battle with cancer. Nicole was only 26 and used to attend 

youth group at Bethany. We pray with Kathy Hover as she mourns 

the loss of her mother Juanita Magdaleno.  We also pray with 

Dave Bliss whose sister passed away from lung disease. Roy & 

Meredith Harris’ friend John passed away after having a surgical 

procedure.  We pray for his family.  Bill & Avis McBee’s son has 

been diagnosed with cancer. Sandy Borngasser’s grandson, An-

thony, will be having surgery on his leg next year.  Walt & Mary 

Saltis’ granddaughter, Lacey, is in Arc treatment center.  We pray 

for her sobriety. We continue to pray for Pastor Steve’s great-

nephew who has kidney problems and his niece, Sarah, baby Theo-

dore’s mom.   

Steve Armstrong’s Dad, Al, was hospitalized with heart & breathing difficulties.  Steve’s Mom, Frances, cele-

brated her 98th birthday.  We share in Marje Rich’s joy of celebrating her 90th birthday on Christmas Day.  We 

also share in Ernie & Jo Coffman’s joy of celebrating their 53rd Wedding Anniversary.  Proud parents Norm 

and Carol Hickey announced daughter Heather’s engagement to long time boyfriend.  Marjorie Boyd & Mary 

Lou Osburn shared the good news of sister & daughter Kathy being able to celebrate her birthday as she contin-

ues in her battle with cancer.  Ernie Coffman and Ned Snyder both shared their joys of the birth of Ernie’s great

-grandson and Ned’s granddaughter.  We bring all these prayers and those unspoken to the Lord.   

2012 Church Directory  
Correction  

 

Tom Link’s telephone number  - 541-660-2760 

Please make the necessary correction to your new 

directories.  Our apology for the omission of the last 

digit in Tom’s telephone number in the directory.   

LOST!!!  
Sheila Eklof is missing her Medium Sized Opaque 

White Bowl with a Blue-Violet Lid that she 

brought to the Congregational Lunch on December 

4th.  She had to leave early that day and when she 

returned the next day to pick up her bowl it was 

gone.  She has been back looking for it several 

times thinking that maybe someone mistakenly 

took it home and then realized it wasn’t theirs and 

brought it back to the church.  It is part of a set and 

therefore extremely important to her.  Did anyone 

remember seeing it or maybe picked it up.  Please 

contact the church office if you remember seeing 

the bowl.  



 
He will shield you with his wings.  

He will shelter you with his feathers.  
His faithful promises  

are your armor and protection. 
 

Psalm 91:4(NLT) 

 

This beautiful picture was submitted by Shirley Westmoreland 

In the Spirit of Christmas... 

 

Thank you for your gifts of joy to 

the 109 children that you provided 

for this Christmas.  Our apprecia-

tion for your generosity  goes be-

yond words.  Bethanyôs Giving 

Tree is a true blessing to so many 

children and their families. 

Jennifer Page & Rachel Parker 

Department of Human Services 

New Year's Eve has always been a time for looking back to the past, and more importantly, forward to the com-

ing year. It's a time to reflect on the changes we want (or need) to make and resolve to follow through on those 

changes. Do your New Year resolutions make our top ten list? 

Spend More Time with Family & Friends 

Fit in Fitness 

Tame the Bulge 

Quit Smoking 

Enjoy Life More 

Quit Drinking 

Get Out of Debt 

Learn Something New 

Help Others 

Get Organized 

From  pittsburg.about.com 

http://genealogy.about.com/od/family_connections/
http://exercise.about.com/library/weekly/aa2002resolutions.htm
http://weightloss.about.com/library/weekly/aa010101a.htm
http://quitsmoking.about.com/c/ec/1.htm
http://healing.about.com/od/cocreate/ss/happieryousteps_8.htm
http://alcoholism.about.com/cs/support/a/aa092497.htm
http://financialplan.about.com/cs/creditdebt/a/GetOutOfDebt.htm
http://adulted.about.com/od/personaldevelopment/u/lifelonglearneruserpath.htm
http://nonprofit.about.com/od/volunteers/a/flexiblevol.htm
http://interiordec.about.com/od/homeorgarticles/a/a_organizelinks.htm

